extensive areas of open water. We surveyed all nearshore islands (i.e., those within 5 km of the 143 coast) as well as the Québec coastline (Fig. 3) .
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Offshore islands in James Bay and eastern Hudson Bay
145
For safety reasons, a twin-engine platform was required to access the offshore islands in
146
Hudson Bay and James Bay (Fig. 3) ; therefore, these areas were surveyed using a de Havilland sighting. Although the latter two covariates were highly correlated, we considered both 255 independently in modeling to evaluate which best explained variation in detection.
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We incorporated covariates via forward stepwise selection and selected the most highly it seems likely that these trends will continue in the future. D r a f t 304x152mm (300 x 300 DPI)
